[Reproduction data in breeding mares, diseases and losses among suckling foals and preventive husbandry in German stud farms].
By means of a survey, the reproductive rate of mares and the foal losses in ten Thoroughbred, Saddlebred and Pony studs in Germany, mainly from North-Rhine-Westfalia, were collected and evaluated. Data for the survey were recorded for 1985-1990. The study also examined the hygienic management in the surveyed studs, and the morbidity rate of suckling foals was obtained for 1990. In addition to the survey questionnaire each stud was visited once. Two studs of each horse group were visited several times every week from March to August in order to evaluate as exactly as possible the husbandry and morbidity of the suckling foals. The main results were: The abortion rate in Thoroughbred and Saddlebred horses was about 4.5%, of the Ponies 1%. After the 299th day of gestation, fetal mortality ranged from 3.2 to 3.5%. In the more intensively observed studs 33% of Thoroughbred foals, 42% of Saddlebred foals and 11% of Pony foals became ill. Saddlebred foals were more frequently affected by respiratory disease while Thoroughbred and Pony foals were mainly afflicted by diarrhea. The scope of husbandry measures was broader and more intensive in the Thoroughbred and Pony studs compared to the Saddlebred studs.